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If we believe
that man is lost
without
the
gospel, we are
committed
to
the task of getting the gospel
message to the
largest number
Alonzo D. Welch
of people in the
shortest possible
time. The population explosion
increases this responsibility. By the
very nature of life, we are working against a deadline - a time
bomb is ticking in the background.
Following the example of the
first century church, we must
select the most effective means
available in this age to spread the
truth of God if we are to fulfill
His expectation and to demonstrate our sincerity . In an increasingly collectivistic society where
we are nearing the creation of a
monopoly of ideas and the development of a mass mind, one of the
most effective media at our disposal is mass communication. So
powerful is this means that one
false theory widely disseminated
can never be fully counteracted.
Our only hope, therefore, of competing in the war of ideas is to
choose a method of propagation

that is at least as comprehensive in
coverage as that used by the exponents of evil.
The church cannot ignore or
resist the forces of change and
progress, especially when they involve improvement in the communication of ideas. Not reaching
the masses with the gospel has been
the chief failure, and probably the
major sin, of the twentieth- century church. The urgency of
preaching the gospel cannot be
overemphasized, because our civilization is faced with a fearsome
choice - persuade or perish .
Paul urged the Galatian churches
to make use of every opportunity
to do good . But opportunities, like
sugar, come in different size bags
- some ten, some twenty and
others one hundred pounds. Mass
cQ_mmunication of the gospel is an
opportunity
of tremendous size
that requires the cooperation of
numerous congregations to efficier-1tly exploit its potential. Cooperation
among
congregations
demonstrates vividly to the world
that churches of Christ are one
church, one body, and that they
possess the power to compete with
the combination of wicked forces
that would destrov the souls of
men.

at Abilene, Texas.
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November

2, 1961

Dear .Elders,
I am sorry I can't send money now in helping with the Herald of
Truth program. We listen to it when it is so we can and enjoy it very
much . I am a member of Urbandale Church of Christ, I am 15 years of
age. Thanks for records .

E. R.
April 1962

THE SABBATH OF EXODUS 20

HERALD OF TRUTH NOW ON LUBBOCK
RADIO AND TV STATIONS
The Herald of Truth radio program is now being presented each
Sunday morning from 9: 00 to 9: 30 over KSEL here in Lubbock_.
Batsell Barrett Baxter is the featured speaker on this program which is
produced under the oversight of the Highland Street church in Abilene
and is supported through the co-operation of many congregations.
The Herald of Truth television program is now on KDUB-TV,
channel 13, each Sunday from 8: 30 to 9:00 a.m. This is a semi-dramatic
product ion featuring Brother Baxter as the principal character. Many
favor able comments have been made in regard to this very fine method
of teaching the gospel.
Brethren : The article above was carried in the Broadway Church of
Christ Bulletin Janu ary 11, 1962. If congregations throughout the
nation would carr y such notices it would be most helpful in reaching
the lost. We are losing so much potential power and publicity because
we do not advertise the various religious programs carried by our
brethren. Will you please carry the HERALD OF TRUTH announcement in y our church bulletin ?

W. F. C.

T'JJ)o retired sisters write us from Newb ern, North Carolina as follows :
"May I tell you how much I enjoy your HERALD OF TRUTH contain ing you r radio sermons. I am so fortunate to receive it. My sister
and I read it together during our daily devotions. Please accept the
enclosed contribution to help in this great work. We listen to your
pro gra m each Sunday night over our local station, WHIT, Newburn,
North Carolina.
,4

HERALD

OF TRUTH

ABC

and MBS

Networks

By E. R. HARPER
April

1, 1962

Radio

My good friends: Words fail
me in expressing my thanks that
in the providence of God I have
been permitted to visit with you
again, not only here in our nation,
but yonder in Bermuda; Liberia,
Nigeria, the Philippines, and in
our sister nation Canada. If you
are listening in any of these faraway places we would love to
hear from you. I wish to thank
you for the letters you have written and we ,vill try to answer each
of them.

Sermo n No. 531

you would w rite us for these lessons. The y will all be in the
April booklet. We shall be happy to send one to each person who
writes us. Should y ou wish more,
or should chu rches wish th em,
write us and w e shall be happy to
tell you how you may secure
them. Now I shall answer these
questions as plainly, yet as kindly
as I know how , for I wa nt you to
study what we have to say.'
WER E THERE

TWO

L AWS

T O ISRAEL?
UNABLE

TO

ANSWER

It became impossible for me to
answer personally all your questions regarding my lessons on the
sabbath. Many of you received
answers to your letters, but since
I could not give lengthy answers
to all, I asked permission to prepare this series of lessons answering them. The failure to understand the two covenants, the misunderstanding of them has confused thousands of you who are
listening and from p~ople of many
denominations come letters confirming this very thing. I wish

April 1962

That we may understand this
discussion plainly, l am asking :
were there two laws or cove nants
given to Israel at Mt . Sinai, one
called the "Law of God" w hich is
called the "moral law," the "ten
commandments" ? And another
law called the "Law of Moses" or
the "Ceremonial Law" ? W as the
first of these to last fore ver , t he
"Law of God" called the "M oral
Law," the "Ten Commandm ent s,"
while the other law called th e
"Law of Moses" or the cer emonial law was to end at the cross?
Or were these parts of the same
5

law-the
"Law of God" which
law is also called the "Law of
Moses"? If they be not different
laws, but parts of the same law,
then there is trouble ahead for
those who bind the sabbath day
upon us in this New Covenant, the
covenant or testament of Christ.
You will remember that the Bible
says in Colossians 2: 14, "Blotting
out the handwriting of ordinances
that was against us, which was
contrary to us, and took it out of
the way, nailing it to his cross."
Then in Ephesians 2: 15 your Bible
reads, "Having abolished in his
flesh the enmity, even the law of
commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of
twain (that is Jew and Gentile)one new man, having slain the enmity thereby."
Here was something taken out of the way,
nailed to the cross, and abolished.
What was it? Again the Bible
reads in Romans 7, verses 4 and
6 and 7, "Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to
the law by the body of Christ ...
But now we are delivered from the
law, that being dead wherein we
were held; that we should serve in
newness of spirit, and not in the
oldness of the letter." Here they
were dead to the law; were delivered from the law by the body
6

of Christ which must refer to the
same event of Colossians 2: 12 and
Ephesians 2: 13-16, the cross of
Christ.
Now what law was Paul referring to in Romans chapter 7?
Verse 7 identifies it beyond question. "What shall I say then? Is
the law sin? ...
Nay, I had not
known sin, but by the law." Now
what law? "For I had not known
lust except the law had said, Thou
shalt not covet." My friends, the
law to which they had become
dead by the cross; from which
they had been delivered here in
Romans 7, was the law that said,
"Thou shalt not covet." This was
the "Ten Commandments."
This
was also the law that said, "Remember the sabbath day, to keep
it holy." If one of these so-called
laws had to cease, then since they
had become dead to and delivered
from the part that contained the
Ten Commandments,
that would
force the part called the ceremonial law to still be binding. This
one chapter proves there was but
one law which contained the Ten
Commandments as well as the
ceremonies and to it they were
dead and from it they were delivered. There is no answer to this.
Since the binding

of the sab-
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bath upon us in the Christian dispensation is wholly dependent upon the establishment of the theory
that God gave to. Israel two laws,
one called the "Law of God," the
other called the "Law of Moses,"
one to never .end, the other to be
taken away, I shall now begin the
scriptural study of this theory.
Friends, there is but one law. It
is called the "Law of God," "The
Law," or the "Law of Moses," and
it contains both the "Ten Commandments" and the ceremonies of
that law.
JOHN 1 :17

I begin this study by reading
John 1:17: "For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth
came by Jesus Christ." Again in
Hebrews
10: 9 · we read, "He
taketh away the first, that he
might establish the second."
Of
what did the "Law of Moses," this
first testament consist? Two laws?
Or one law including both the
Ten Commandments and the ceremonies used in carrying out this
one law? Let our Bible answer.
EXODUS CHAPTER~

Beginning with Exodus 20, verse
1, we read: "And God spake all
these words saying
Now
what were "these words"?
Beginning with verse 2, concluding
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with chapter 23, verse 33, are recorded these words spoken by the
Lord to Moses. Do you know
that in these four chapters there is
no such division as the "Law of
God," the "Law of Moses," and
the "Law"?
These expressions
of identification of these words
were given by the Lord after this
law was given. In chapter 24,
verse 3, we read, "And Moses
came and told the people all the
words of the Lord, and all the
judgments."
In verse 4, it says,
"And Moses wrote all the words
of the Lord . . ." Verse 7 of this
same chapter reads, "And he took
the book of the covenant ( not
covenants), and read in the audience of the people." In verse 8
we read, "Behold the blood of the
covenant (not covenants), which
the-Lord hath made with you concerning all these words." In these
words written by Moses, called
the book of the covenant-one
book-we have both the Ten Commandments and _the ceremonies of
the law. This book contained
also the feasts of unleavened bread;
of the harvests and of the ingathering.
All these are a part of
what is called the ceremonial law,
but they helped to make up this
book of the covenant dedicated
bv blood which book also con-

7

tained the Ten Commandments.
law the book of the covenant, not
In this book they were also for- covenants. One book, one law,
bidden to have other gods. They . one covenant. My question now
were commanded to rest on the is, Did this one book of the coveseventh day, as well as keep the nant written by ·Moses include or
ceremonies. One law, one book, exclude the Ten Commandments?
Did this book also include or exone covenant to one people!
clude what is referred to as the
TRUTHS
ESTABLISHED
I have read these various pass- "ceremonial law"? I do not believe
ages from Exodus, chapter
20 any man will deny that this "book
through chapter 24, that I may es- of the covenant" dedicated by
blood excluded the Ten Comtablish these truths:
mandments. ,Now we know it inI. "All these words" from Exo- cluded also the ceremonies
for
dus 20 through Exodus 23: 33 were they also are mentioned . This
included in "These words spoken true then it is evident that what
by the Lord" in Exodus 20: I. They
they refer to as the moral law and
did not originate with Moses.
ceremonial law did not constitute
two
laws, for this was one book ,
2. Not one time did the God of
one
covenant
containing
what
this covenant, given on Mt. Sinai
some
wish
to
call
the
two
laws
of
divide "these words" into two sepIsrael.
Remember
that
all
these
arate and distinct laws, one called
the "Law of God," the other the words from Exodus 20, verse I,
"Law of Moses," each distinct through Exodus 23, make one
from the other. It was one law; covenant, not two; constituted one
one book; one covenant to one book, not two, and it was given
people- only-Israel.
In this book only to Israel. This alone refutes
of the covenant we found what is the theory. But there are chapters
called the "Law of God" or the even more explicit.
moral law, and the ceremonial
II KINGS CHAPTERS
22 AND 23
law all making up this one law, the
I now invite you to turn with
book of the covenant. They were me in your Bible to II Kings,
parts . of the same law.
chapters 22 and 23. Remember
3. The truth I wish you to now
see is this: Moses wrote down
this law and your Bible calls that
8

now that Moses wrote down these
words of Exodus 20, verse I. Exodus 24:4 , called these words writHERALD
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ten by Moses, the "book of t he
covenant ." Centurie s pass. W e
come now to about 600 B.C. may be 620 B. C. and in II King s 22
verse 8 we find this reading. "A nd
Hilkiah the high prie st said unt o
Shaphan the scribe, I have found
the book of the law, in the hou se
of the Lord." Just think! Thi s
book was lost in the hou se of the
Lord. What book is this ? I shall
show you that . this is the book of
the covenant written by Moses.
This book was given by Shaphan
to Josiah the king to read. It says,
"When the king heard the words
of the book of the law ( not
books - not laws), that he rent
his .clothes." He sent the book to
the prophetess Huldah. She confirmed it as being the book of the
law. Now listen to verse 13, "Go
ye, inquire of the Lord for me,
and for the people, and for all
Judah, concerning the words of
this book ( not books) that is
found : for great is the wrath of
the Lord that is kindled against
us, because our fathers have not
hearkened unto the words of this
book, to do according unto all
that which is written concerning
us." Just Israel. Remember this
book contained more than just the
Ten Commandments. It contained
all that which was written to us.

April 1962

But I hear some say, you have not
read to us where this book found
by H ilkiah the high priest is this
book of t he covenant. This I shall
now do. In II Kings, chapter 23,
verse 2 we read, "And the king
we nt up into the house of the Lord
and all t he men of Judah and all
th e inhabita nts of Jerusalem with
him , and the priests, and the prophet s, and all the people, both
small and great: and he read in
their ears all t he words - now
listen - all the words of the book
of the covenant ( not books - not
covenants, but the book of the
covenant) w hich was found in the
house of th e Lord ."
Yes, it was t he book written by
Moses, recor ded in Exodus chapters 20 thro ugh 2 3, called in Exodus 24, verse 7, the "book of the
covenant ." Th us we see that this
"b ook of th e covenant" and the
"book of th e law" are one and the
same book.
In He brews 9, verse 4 we read:
In the ark of th e cove nant we re
th e t ables of th e cove nant . T hey
were here lest th ey be lost. H ence
it became necessary th at th ey be
writt en by Moses and placed in
this book of the cove nant . Also in
this Ark of th e Covenant was
placed a cop y of t he "book of the

law'' (Deuteronomy 31:26). This all taken away. Asks one, Can you
book also contained the Ten Com- . -steal? Can you covet? Can you
mandments as well as the cere- kill? Can you have other gods?
monies of the law and it all was No, for this second law - the
called the book of the covenant Law of Christ - grace and truth,
or the book of the law. One book condemns all such. Ephesians 4,
-one .law. This is the law to verse 28 says, "Let him that stole
which Paul ref erred in Romans 7, steal no more" In Ephesians 5,
verses 4, 6, and 7; also Colossians verse 3 the Bible says "But forni2:12-14, and Ephesians 2:15 to . cation, and all uncleanness or
which they had become dead; covetousness, let it not be once
from which, said he, they had mentioned among you, as bebeen delivered; and that had been cometh saints." This same book,
nailed to the cross; taken out of chapter 4, verses 5 to 6 says,
the way. "He taketh away the "There is one Lord, one faith, one
first, that he may establish the sec- baptism, one God and Father of
ond (Hebrews 10:9). This was all - " and in Revelation 21 : 8 it
done by the body of Christ upon plainly says "and idolaters . . .
the cross.
shall have their part in the lake
which burneth with fire and brimCONCLUSION
I have now proven distinctly by stone." In Ephesians 4, verse 25
the Bible, Exodus chapters 20 we read "Wherefore put away
through 24 and II Kings chapters lying, .speak every man truth with
22 and 23, that all these words his neighbor." In Ephesians 6: 1
God spoke by Moses to Israel from children are commanded to obey
Mt. Sinai constituted this book of their parents. All these are parts
the covenant - this book of the of the Ten Commandments, but
law, and contained what is called we obey them because they are a
the moral law and the ceremonial part of this new covena~t; this
law, one covenant, one book, one second covenant, the Law of
law. They are not therefore two Christ, this grace and truth, and
separate laws, one to last, the not because they are found in
other to be nailed to the cross. Exodus chapter 20; a covenant
They constituted one law and dedicated by the blood of bulls
what happened to part of that law and goats, but because they are
happened to all of the law. It was a part of this new covenant dedi10
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cated by the blood of Christ, Matthew 26: 28; I John 1: 1-9. This forever answers the charge that if
the Ten Commandments are done
away that we can commit all these
sins. Nay verily, for they are forbidden by the law of Christ as
well as by the law given by Moses.
Be ·listening next time to my
discussion of Nehemiah chapters
8, 9 and 10. Do not miss it. Read
them between now and then.
THIS

NEW TESTAMENT
OF CHRIST

Remember that in this New
Testament,
the
testament of
Christ, we are commanded to "repent and be baptized every one

of you in the name of Jesus Christ
for the remission of sins and ye
shall receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit" (Acts 2: 38). Peter knew
what he was talking about for the
Spirit was guiding him. Three
thousand obeyed this command
and were added by the Lord to
the church (Acts 2:47, Acts 8: 1).
If you will do exactly what they
did, it will make you exactly what
it made them. This we teach. May
no one be able to cause you to
disbelieve this command found in
your Bible given as a part of this
New Testament of Christ dedicated by His precious blood, 1s
my prayer in His holy name.

QUESTION OF THE WEEK
APRIL
BROTHER

1, 1962
REESE

Many of you have asked me about the passing of our Brother John 1''.
Reese. He was known to so many of yQU personally, and others by letters
and by telephone.
He was known to the brotherhood of the church of Christ
because of his long and faithful service with the church, especially as he
gave his full time working with the Highland Church of Christ in helping
to direct this radio and television program.
Brother Reese was a small man
of physical stature, but he approached the- stature of a mental genius.
He
possessed the keenest min,d of perception . He, in his wisdom, usually knew
the solution by the time the problem was presented.
Only a high school grad·
uate, yet he could converse with the most learned in the field of science,
education, or religion . Had Brother Reese been privileged to perfect his edu·
cation, I firmly believe he could have taken his place alongside the greatest
of scientists, educators, or religious leaders of this or any age in which he
might have chanced to have lived. I knew him as but few men knew Brother
Reese. As a preacher , I have worked with him for sixteen years, part of the
time as a deacon, part of the time as an elder, and he was always active and
alert.
He was like the apostle Peter, at times fiery and explosive in his
defense of that which he felt to be right but always humble enough to consider your side of the issue. He was truly one of the Lord's great soldiers

April 1962
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of the cross.
Highland misses him; our program misses him; we at the
office miss him.
I spoke the words of comfort and appreciation
at his
funeral service.
To Sister Reese, to · Hubert and Russell and their families,
we say in the words of Paul, "We ep not as those who have no hope ." One
day we shall sit down with Johnny , as we affectionately
called him, in that
land that is fairer than day where death is unknown, sorrows never come,
and all tears are wiped from our eyes. Until that resurrection
morn we say
"goodbye" to our Brother Reese.

QUESTIONS CONCERNING THE SABBATH ANSWERED
ABC and MBS
April

8, 1962

My friends:

"You will please find enclosed a check for $5.00. I will purpose to
send you a check in this amount each month for a year and longer and
more if possible. Your programs are an inspiration and it is a great deal
through your radio program back in 1952 that my husband became a
member of the Lord's church."

In my last discussion I began
with Exodus chapters 20 through
2 3 where the words of the Lord
were given to Moses. In chapter
24 Moses wrote
down these
words. They were called in this
same chapter "the book of the
covenant." I showed that God did
not make any distinction in these
chapters, calling part of them the
"Law of God" and another part
the "Law of Moses." It was all one
book - one covenant - therefore
one law. I pointed out to you tha~
this book of the covenant was lost
for generations and was found
about 600 B.C. in the house of the
Lord by Hilkiah, the high priest.
It was given to King Josiah and
in II Kings 22: 11 it was called
"the words of the book of the
law" and in II Kings chapter 23: 2
it was referred to as the "book of
the covenant." No reference to
having found two laws, one the
law of God
and the other the
law of Moses. No reference to
having found two books of covenants, one the book of the covenant of God, and the other the
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From San Diego, California comes the following message.
"Please find enclosed a check for $10.00 to help carry on the
wonderful work you are doing in reaching millions with the gospel. We
had wished for years before this program started that such a program
could be started and it would be a death blow to all of us if it were to
ever stop. We pray that as long as the world stands that this program
will continue. May God continue to bless you as you carry on the
great work.
Yours in Christ,
R. S. and Mrs. I. L.
(Brethren: When you read the above letter, please think hard and
seriously where would we be today in the multiplied millions of homes
without a means of getting into those homes. The Herald of Truth radio
and television program is but a means of reaching lost people with the
gospel. Multiplied thousands of good honest hearts like the writers of
this letter are so interested in this program that we have been able to
continue through eleven years. We join then in a supplication to God
that this program may continue for many, many years. In fact it should
never cease.)

From Dallas, Texas, the following:
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Sermon

No. 532

book of the covenant of Moses.
It was one book of one covenant contammg both the Ten
Commandments and what they
call the ceremonial law .
I promised you that I would
study with you today the book
of Nehemiah with respect to this
question. You will remember that
those who keep the sabbath endeavor to divide the Old Testament into two laws - one what
they call "The Law of God The Moral Law," containing the
Ten Commandments, and the
other what they call the "Law of
Moses," containing all the ceremonies of the Jews which they
call the "ceremonial law." Now I
am happy again today to show
you that God made no such distinction. This truth established
and the entire theory falls. As
promised, I am now discussing
with you chapters 8, 9, and 10 of
Nehemiah. In this study I shall
be able to establish the truth that
there is no such thing as a division
of the law to the Jews called the
"Law of God" - the Moral Law
containing the Ten Command -

ments, and another law called the
"Law of Moses" which has to do
only with the ceremonial laws.
There is no such distinction made
in the Old T estame.nt. Find in it
where it refers to a moral law and
a ceremonial law, the one given
by God, the other by Moses. This
is a distinction made by man for
the purpose of trying to answer
Colossians 2: 14, Ephesians 2:15
and Romans 7:4-6. If I am able to
overthrow such a division, then
there remains not an argument that
will sustain the keeping of the
sabbath day as commanded in Exodus chapter 20 and verse 8, which
law was given to the Jews only.
Remember there is not one command to be found from Genesis,
chapter 2 through Exodus chapter 16 where God ever commanded Adam, Abraham, Isaac,
Jacob, or the twelve patriarchs to
"remember the sabbath day to
keep it holy." Nor is there one
chapter explaining to them how
they may keep it holy. Oh, I
know God "blessed the seventh
day and sanctified it," but even
then it was not called the sabbath,
nor did He command any man to
remember the sabbath to keep it
holy. Not one command prior to
the crossing of the Red Sea. Do
you know why this is? Let our
14

Bible answer. In Deuteronomy
5: 15 it reads, "And remember that
thou wast a servant in the land
of Egypt, and that the Lord thy
God, brought thee out thence
through a mighty .hand and by a
stretched out arm: Therefore, ( or:
for this reason) the Lord thy God
commanded thee to keep the sabbath day'." The Gentiles were not
in this deliverance from Egypt
and this command was never
given until this deliverance from
Egypt and had been perfected. No
command prior to this can be
found to remember the sabbath
day to keep it holy. Not one! No
command can be found to "remember the sabbath day to keep
it holy" after the testament of
Christ became effective, not one.
His testament became effective
after His death and was to begin
in Jerusalem after His resurrection (Hebrews 9: 15-17, Luke 24:
46-49) and after they were endued with power. Now to the
study of Nehemiah to establish
forever that there is no such thing
in the Old Testament as two distinct laws - one the "Law of
God," and the other the "Law of
Moses" - one to last forever, and
the other to be nailed to the cross
- taken out of the way.
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one the Law of God, and the other
In Nehemiah chapter 8, verses the "Law of Moses" each being a
and 2 we read "And they spakr, different law, now read verse 8,
unto Ezra the scribe to bring the "So they read in the book in th e
book of the law of Moses, which Law of God distinctl y , and gave
the Lord had commanded to the sense, and caused them to unIsrael." Here we have the book derstand the reading. " in verses 13
of the law of Moses. Now what is and 14 Israel gathered before
this book? Verse 2 reads, "And Ezra to understand the words of
Ezra the priest brought the law the law. And "the y found writbefore the congregation both men ten in the law which the Lord had
and women - " From this we see commanded by Moses, that the
plainly that the "Law of Moses" children of Israel should dwell in
and the law are are not two laws; booths in the feast of the seventh
not two covenants as the expon- month."
ents of the sabbath try to sustain,
SUMMATION
but one. Here in Nehemiah 8: 1-2
From this reading in this one
is the absolute refutation of any chapter we have found that th e
such distinction. The "Law of "Law of Moses," the "law ," and
Moses" and "the law" are here the "Law of God " are all one and
the same law. But that you may the strme law. Nehemiah, word for
forever be assured that I am co;- word called this "book of the law
rect in this, will you please turn of Moses" also the "book of th e
with me now in your Bible to law of God" and refers to both
Nehemiah 8, verses 5, 7, 8 and 13 of them as "the law." This caused
to 14. They read, "And Ezra the people to "understand the
opened the book in the sight of all law," verse 7. There is no answer
the people." What book? The to this. The "Law of Moses"; "the
book of the law of Moses, verse 1, law" ; and the "Law of God" are
just quoted. Then in verse 7 he all here in this same chapter renames thirteen teachers and the ferred to as one and the same law;
Levites saying they "caused the one and the same book. Ah, my
people to understand the law." friends, lest you think these la\\;s
Now to forever destroy every ar- are different; that this "law of
gument that can ever be made Moses" called here the "Law of
m an effort to force two laws God" does not include the sah-
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bath, I read to you now from Ne- the "Ten Commandments,'' which
hemiah 9, verse 3, "And they stood they call the "moral law," and the
up in their place, and read in the . other the "Law of Moses" which
they call the "ceremonial law."
book of the law of the Lord their
Now it is argued that the "Law of
God one fourth part of the day." Moses," the "ceremonial law"
Now in verses 13 and 14 of this was nailed to the cross, taken out
same chapter, we shall forever set- of the way. If this be true, then
tle this question of there being since the ceremonial part of the
two separate laws, one the "moral law was positively identified here
law," and the other the "cere- by Nehemiah as the "Law of
monial law"; one the "Law of God," then they must admit that
God"; the other the "Law of the "Law of God" was also nailed
Moses." It reads. "Thou earnest to the cross or find another way
down also upon Mount Sinai; and out.
spakest with them from heaven,
NEHEMIAH
10
and gavest them right judgments,
Again in this same book Neand true laws, good statutes and
commandments:
and
madest hemiah chapter 10, beginning with
known unto them thy holy sab- verse 29 has this to say that they
bath, and commandedst them pre- "entered into an oath, to walk
cepts, statutes, and laws, by the in God's law, which was given by
hand of Moses thy servant." This Moses the servant of God, and to
just plainly identifies this book observe and do all the commandof the law of Moses; this book of ments of the Lord, and his judgthe law of God; this that Ne- ments and his statutes." Verse 31
hemiah calls the law, for here it reads, "And if the people of the
included both the sabbath and all land bring ware or any victuals on
the commands, right judgments, the sabbath day to sell, that we
true laws, and good statutes and would not buy it of them on the
precepts given to them by Moses. sabbath, or on the holy day: and
This completely destroys the very that we would leave the seventh
foundation upon which rests the year, and the exaction of every
whole of this sabbath contention
debt. Also, we made ordinances
for it rests upon the theory that for us, to charge ourselves yearly
there are two separate and dis- with the third part of a shekel for
tinct laws, one the "Law of God" the service of the house of our

Here again God's law contained
the sabbath, and all the ceremonial
functions
included in keeping
Go_d's law, the law of Moses, or
just "the law" as Nehemiah calls

1(i
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God; for the shewbread, and for
the continual meat offering, and
for the continual burnt offering,
of the sabbaths, of the new moons,
for the set feasts, and for the
holy things, and for the sin offerings to make . an atonement for
Israel, and for all the work of the
house of God." But you may say
this is only the ceremonial law.
Oh, no for it specifically mentions the observing of the sabbath
and how it was to be observed,
even with burnt offerings. But to
show you that this is not just the
ceremonial law, I read verse 34,
"And we cast the lots among the
priests, the Levites, and the people, for the wood offering, to
bring it into the house of God,
after the houses of our fathers, at
times appointed year by year, to
burn upon the altar of the Lord
our God, as it is written in the
law." What law? Verse 29 spelled
it out - God's law. Again in verse
36 it reads that they brought "the
firstborn of our sons, and of our
cattle, as it is written in the law."
What law? Verse 29 said "God's
Law."

it. Could this chapter be introducing a different law of God from
that found in Nehemiah , chapters
8 and 9? No my friends, they are
the same law; ~ot two laws.; not
three laws. One law included it
all and that law was taken awa, ·,
says Paul.
I want you to remember that I
have actually proven by the Old
Testament writers themselves that
the "Law of Moses"; the "Law of
God," and the "the law" are all
one and the same law; not divided
into two laws, one to be done
away and the other to last forever. They make up this "book
of the covenant," dedicated bv the
blood of animals and what · happens to part of it happens to all of
it. I shall discuss with you why
we can't steal, why we can't
kill in this new dispensation.
It is all so easily answered. I am
offering my booklet "The Lord's ·
,church" to the first person who
sends me the verse from Genesi5
chapter 2 to Exodus chapter 16
where God commanded Adam,
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob or the
twelve patriarchs to "remember
the sabbath day to keep it holy"
or where He ever gave to them
instructions as to "how to keep it
holy." Now I do not have this
booklet for sale. They are gone.
17

But this one I will give to you.
If you can't find it, then surrender
that contention. Also, I will give
it to you if you can find the command given in the New Testament after Pentecost, Acts 2, at
which time the New Testament Christ's Testament - had its beginning. Why given so many
times from Exodus 16 on throughout the Old Testament, but not one
time found from Genesis 2 to Exodus 16? Why is it not commanded
one time from Acts chapter 2,
the beginning of the New Testament, to the close of the Bible if
it were binding from the creation
of the world, before man was created, and was to last throughout
all ages of God's dealings with
man? Strange and pathetic are the
attempts to prove that we Gentiles are bound by it today, under
the "Law of Christ," when not

one time does His law ever command us so to observe it. Write
us for these sermons.
CONCLUSION

And now in closing, may I
plead with you to obey the "Law
of Christ" which law says in Acts
2: 38, "Repent and be baptized
every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of
sin and ye shall receive the gift of
the Holy Spirit." Obey His law
when it says "buried with him in
baptism, wherein also ye are risen
with him through the faith of the
operation of God, who hath raised
him from the dead." This done
and faithfully abiding in His
teachings until death and heaven
will be your home. May you not
sin away your days of grace and
die having refused to obey the
"law of Christ" is my prayer m
the name of Christ our Lord.

had to offer burnt offerings as a part of the sabbath observance.
Numbers
28: 10 reads, "This is the burnt offering of every sabbath."
So if Isaiah 66: 23
binds upon us the sabbath , it likewise bind s upon us the ceremonies of the
"new moon" for each is found in this verse.
Now why do we not ·observe
the feasts of the "new moon"?
Why do we not observe the sabbath with
burnt offerings every sabbath, as the law of sabbath observance demanded '!
Answer these and you hav e your a nswer to all this sabbath binding.
Christians dare not offer burnt offerings today as was the co mmand when they
kept the sabbath day.

Myers Flat, California
Dear Brothers:
Kindly send me Program No. 515 and enroll me in the Bible study.
I became a member of the Church of Christ about six months ago
thanks to Bro. Harper's ministry via the radio. I belong to the San Mateo
church, but am off up here in Humboldt County at my ranch where the
nearest ch?rch is 64 miles round trip over mountain roads. I go as often
as I can, but do need the spiritual food. I would appreciate your sending
me the Bible study, therefore.
Yours in Christian faith,
Miss T. L. T.
Myers Flat, California

I have been asked to explain Isaiah 66: 23 which reads: "And it shall
come to pass, that from one new moon to another, and from one sabbath to
another, shall all flesh come to worship before me saith the Lord."
It is
thought that this passage binds upon us the observance of the sabbath day.
If this be true, then it would bind upon us the observance of the "new moon"
ceremonies.
Let us read from Ezekiel, chapter 45, verse 17, and never forget this verse:
"And it shall be the prince's part to give burnt offerings, and meat offerings,
and drink offerings, in the feasts, and in the new moons, and in the sabbaths,
in all solemnities
of the house of Israel: he shall prepare the sin offering,
and the meat offering, and the burnt offering, and the peace offerings, to
make reconciliation
for the house of Israel."
Here again we have both the
sabbath and the new moon celebrations.
Here, as in Numbers 28:9-10, they

2 5 March 1962
Highland Church of Christ
Abilene, Texas
Dear Brother in Christ:
I feel that the Lord led me to hear your message this morning. For
years I desired to know why so many forms of baptism. What was truly
the Biblical baptism. Thank God, there is no doubt now. Please send me
your message No . 530. If those references are not there, would you
please send me the scriptural references. I must tell others this good
news.
Your Christian brother,
G.A.W.
Whiteman A.F.B., Mo.

18

April 1962

QUESTION OF THE WEEK
APRIL

8, 1962

HERALD

OF TRUTH

19

THE BIBLE MEANING OF EVERLASTING,
PERPETUAL, AND FOREVER

LISTENS WITH PRAYERFUL HEART
Fresno, Calif.

ABC

3-12-62

and

MBS

Networks

By E. R. HARPER

Mr. Batsell Baxter.
April

15, 1962

Radio

Sermon

No. 533

Dear Sir and Brother,
I am sending yo u this small sum of mone y to the amount of $5.00. I
wish it could be a larger sum. For the Herald of Truth is worthy of
more.
Our congregation at Palm Ave grew until we have now two assemblies - 8:20 and at 10:45 morning services.
Brother Baxter, I listen to that program with tears in my eyes and
a prayerful heart. I so earnestly pra y that God will bless you and
strengthen you every time y ou present this program. I include all of
those wonderful men and women who help to present this program.
Gratefully,
E. B.
Februar y 14, 1962
Highland Church of Christ
Abilene, Texas
Dear :Brethren:
I just wanted you to know that I appreciate so very much the good
work you are doing. I saw your T. V. program this morning for the
first time which I really enjoyed. I would that we could have it shown
here on Sunday morning. If all congregations would work half as much
as you, the Lord 's church would spread like wild-fire. I am sincerely
thankful for Christians like you there in Abilene.
Please enroll me in your Bible Correspondence Course. Thank you
so much.
Sincerely,
B. K. H.
Haley ville, Ala.

My friends, I have discussed
these words before, but not in the
same connection, nor to the same
extent that I shall discuss them today. When people read these
words just mentioned they at once
conclude that the things under discussion can never end, but this is
not always their meaning. The
meaning of these expressions have
to be understood in the context
where they are found. Now yo u
may just throw up your ha~ds,
as I have had people do, and say,
"Well, it says everlasting - fo~ever - perpetual, and I just believe that it means what it savs."
Well so do I. Now what do;s it
say? It is here we should be most
anxious to really know what the
Bible teaches concerning these
things. Now will you let our Bible
answer these questions?
EVERLASTING

Our first word shall be everlasting. In Psalms 41, verse 13 we have
this reading, "Blessed be the Lord
God of Israel from everlasting, and
to everlasting." In I Timothy I: 17
April 1962
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we read "Now unto the King.
eternal, immortal , invisible, the
the only wise God, be honour and
glor y for ever and ever. Amen."
In these passages we have the
words ever lasting , and eternal applied to God. Now I ask vo u this
question, Are the wo rds ~verlasting and eternal in these passages
used in the same sense that God
used them with reference to the
covenants made with man in the
Old
and
New
Testaments :
Friends, everlasting in these passages point bac1'·,.;:ard into eternit y as well as fon ..vard. Here is
a perfect, complet e sense, an all
inclu sive sense, in which these
words are used that does not apply when used with reference to
The Bible Meaning of Everlasting ·
the · everlasting covenants made bv
the Lord with man .
·
To show yo u now that the
" ·ord e,·erlasting does not alwa, ·s
mean what it did in the verses r~Iative to God, "without beginning
or ending," and to show vou that
it mav be limited to a· certain
21

time span, I now invite your attention to Genesis 17, verses 9-10
where your Bible reads, "And
God said unto Abraham, Thou
shalt keep my covenant therefore,
thou and thy seed after thee in
their generations. This is my
covenant which ye shall keep between me and you and thy seed
after thee· Every man child
among you' shall b~ circumcised."
Now listen to verse 13, "And my
covenant shall be in your flesh for
an everlasting covenant." Question: Do you circumcise every
male child born to you? If everlasting always means that it cannot end, cannot under any circumstance cease to be, as I am
told, then you must circumcise,
for Christians claim today to be
the seed of Abraham. Your Bible
says in Galatians 3: 29 "And if y e
be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's
seed, and heirs according to the
promise.
Are you Abrahan:i's
seed? Then why do you not circumcise your
male children?
There is an answer. Do you know
the answer? In Galatians 5: 2, your
Bible declares "If ye be circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing," and in verse 4 Paul tells them
they have "fallen from grace" if
they
bind
circumcision . In
Genesis 17: 13 circumcision was to
22

be an everlasting covenant. Yet in
Galations 5: 2 to those who bound
circumcision Christ profited them
nothing. Ask your minister to explain the meaning of this everlasting - ask him if the meaning of
the word everlasting, used here
with circumcision, IS used m the
same sense as when used ref erring
to the everlasting God? No, the
circumcision covenant came to an
end. I will explain it to you. In
Genesis 17:9 it says the circumcision covenant shall last "throughout your generations." In verse 12
it reads "every man child in your
generations. "
Now when the
promise to Abraham that "in thee
and thy seed shall all nations of
the earth be blessed," was fulfilled
(Genesis 22: 18) it was then Abraham's fleshly generations ended
and a spiritual seed or generation
took their place and with the
ending of the fleshly seed and the
beginning of the spiritual seed
came to an end "their generations." With the passing of their
generations, came to an end this
everlasting covenant of circumcision which was of the flesh and
now it Is the spiritual circumcision of the heart (Romans 2: 2829). Here in Genesis 17 the word
everlasting has a special use and
its duration was for a particular
(Continued

on

page
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City

Station

Time

ALABAMA

1450 Anniston
.......WHMA
8:30 p.m .
1230 Auburn
. WAUD
8:30 p.m.
1150 Bay Minette ..WBCA 12: 30 p.m.
900 Birmingham
..WATV
8:30 a.m.
980 Clanton
.......... WKLF
2:30 p.m.
1490 Decatur
..WAJF
1:05 p.m.
560 Dothan
. WOOF 12: 35 p.m.
1240 Eufaula
......WULA
5: 35 p.m.
1240 Florence
. ..WOWL
8: 30 p.m.
1310 Foley
....WHEP
1:00 p.m.
1350 Gadsden
....WGAD 8:30 p.m.
1150 Geneva
..........WGEA
7:30 a.m.
1230 Haleyville
......WJBB
5 : 35 p .m.
1340 Sylacauga
..... WFEB
5: 35 p.m.
1580 Talladega
___...WJHB
1: 00 p.m.
(Sat.)
970 Troy .......... ......WTBF
5:35 p.m.
ALASKA

Fairbanks
Sitka

..... KFRB
....KIFW

8: 30 a.m.
9: 00 p.m.
(Wed.)

ARIZONA

600
1230
1250

Flagstaff
........KCLS
Safford ............ KA TO
Willcox
... ... KWCX

8: 05 a.m.
1: 30 p.m.
2: 00 p .m.

KC

City

1440
1340

Napa
Needles

1350
1360
810
1230
1390
1250

San
Bernardino
KCKC
San Diego
... . KGB
San Francisco
KGO
Stockton
. KWG
Turlock
........KCEY
Ukiah .... ...... .. KMSL

1430

Denver

CALIFORNIA

1560
1290
790

Bakersfield
. KPMC 10: 00 a.m.
Chico
....KPAY
7:35 a .m .
Los Angeles . KABC 8: 00 p.m .
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Time

3 :35 p.m .
7:00 a.m .
(Wed.)
8: 30 p.m.
9 : 30 p.m .
8: 30 p.m .
8: 30 p.m.
8:30 p.m .
8: 35 a .m.

COLORADO

KBTR

7: 30 a.m .

CONNECTICUT

1490

Torrington

....WTOR

6:35 p.m .

FLORIDA

1330
1320
1340
1240
1490
1230

1490
1430

Fort Pierce . WARN
Jacksonville
..WZOK
Marianna
WTYS
Melbourne
..WMMB
Milton
....WSRA
New Smyrna
Beach
....... WSBB
Ocala ... ........ .WTMC
Stuart
. .. _.,__WSTU
Tallahassee
..WTAL
Tampa-St.
Petersburg
WSUN
Winter Haven WSIR
Homestead
..WSDB

1440
1450
1490
1240
1450
900
1240
1450
1240
1230
1490

Bremen
.. ....WWCC
8:30 a.m.
Cartersville
. WBHF
6:35 p.m .
Cordele
..WMJM
6:35 p.m .
Fitzgerald
... WBHB
6: 35 p.m .
Griffin
.......... WKEU 10 : 35 p.m.
HinesviJJe
... WGML 1:30 p.m .
La Grange ....WLAG 9:00 a.m .
Savannah
......WBYG 6:35 p.m.
Thomson
..... WTW A 6 : 35 p.m .
Waycross
WA YX 6: 35 p .m.
West Point ..WRLD
9:30 p.m .

1290
1450
1270
620

ARKANSAS

1480 Berryville
. KTCN
6: 30 a.m.
910 Blytheville
....KLCN
8: 30 a.m.
910 Camden
.. KAMD 5: 35 p.m .
1260 Corning
..........KCCB 10: 00 a.m.
1360 Helena
........... .KFFA
5 : 35 p.m.
1230 Jonesboro
..KBTM
5: 35 p.m.
1010 Little Rock . KARK
5: 30 p.m .
1220 McGehee
..KVSA 9: 00 a.m.
1290 Prescott
.. ...KTPA
Siloam Spgs . KUOA 5: 35 p.m.

Station

....KVON
. KSFE

7: 45 a.m.
9: 30 p .m.
8: 30 p.m.
6:35 p .m.

6: 35 p .m.
5:35 p.m.
6: 35 p.m .
6: 35 p .m.
7: 30 a .m.
6:35 p.m.
9:00 a.m.

GEORGIA
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590
580
970
1400

1450

IDAHO
....... KMVC
A lbio n
Idaho Fall s ........ KID
. KFXD
Nampa
......... ...KAYT
Rupert
.KSPT
Sand Point
ILLINOIS
Spr in gf ield ....wcvs

IN DIANA
1450 L a fayett e ......WASK
1460 N o. V ernon ..WOCH
..WAOV
1450 Vin ce nnes

1340
1400

IOWA
......KROS
Clinton
F ort Dodg e ..KVFD

1250

KANSAS
.. ...WREN
To pe k a

1490
860
1480
1320
1450
1490
1240
1240

KENTUCKY
..WFKY
Fr a nkfort
H ender so n ....WSO N
WKOA
Hopkinsville
..WNGO
Mayfield
......WPAD
Paducah
......WSIP
Paintsville
..WPKE
Pikes ville
.......WSFC
Somerset

1450
1340

LOUISIANA
.. .....KSIG
Crowley
....KRMD
Shreveport

1340

MARYLAND
..WJEJ
Hagerstown

1600
1400
1340
KC
1600

24

8:00 a .m .
1 : 30 p .m .
9 : 00 a .m .
9 : 00 a .m .

8 : 30 p .m .

9:05 a.m .
8 : 30 a .m .
5 : 35 p .m .

8 : 35 p .m .
8 :05 a .m .

Ann

......WXYZ 10 : 00 p.m .
Detroit
Es canaba
......WDBC 8 : 30 p.m .
...... WHTC
8 : 35 p .m .
Holland
9 : 30 p .m .
Ludingt on ....WKLA
9 : 30 p .m .
Muskegon
......WKBZ

1320
1340

MINNESOTA
Duluth WQMN
Sup eri or
...WEVE
E veleth

5:35 p.m .
5:35 p .m .

1580
1450
1330
960
620
1240

MISSISSIPPI
....WGLC
Centerville
....WROX
Clarksdale
....WJPR
Greenville
....WABG
Greenwood
...WJDX
Jackson
WQBC
Vicksburg

8 : 00 a .m .
5:35 p.m .
5:35 p.m .
4:30 p.m .
9:30 p.m .
5:35 p.m .

960
8 : 30 p.m .

6 : 35 p .m .
8:3 0 a .m .
7:15 a .m.
7 : 30 a.m .
8:30 a.m .
6:3 _5 p.m .
6 : 35 p .m .
6:35 p .m .

7:05 p.m .
8:30 p.m .

9:30 p.m .

MASSACHUSETTS
......W B OS 10 : 00 p .:m.
B os ton
6 : 35 p .m .
..WALE
Fall River
6:35 p.m .
........WGAW
Gardner
Time
Station
City
MICHIGAN
Arbor ..WHRV

1270
680
1450
1450
850

6:35 p .m .

1280
1590
1450
810
1490

MISSOURI
Cape
Girard e au . KFVS
..........KDKD
Clinton
De xt er ............KDEX
....WMBH
Joplin
Kansas City ..KCMO
......KTTR
Rolla

NEBRASKA
....KERL
McCook
1300
..........KMEO
660 Omaha
....KNEE
960 Scottsbluff
....KVHS
940 Va lentine

5:35 p.m.
8 : 30 a .m .
9 : 00 a.m.
8:30 a.m .

NEVADA
........KBET

8 : 30 p.in .

1380

NEW HAMPSHIRE
........WKNE
Keene
N a shuaWSMN
Manchester
..WBBX
Portsmouth

990
980

NEW MEXICO
.........KSVP
Artesia
..KMIN
Grants

1290
1590
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1 : 05 p.m.
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8:00 a .m .
6 : 35 p.m .
4 : 35 p .m .
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1390
590

NORTH CAROLINA
Belmont
....WCGC
..........WTIK
Durham
Elizabeth City WGAI
Gastonia
........WGNC
Goldsboro
..WFMC
Henderson ville ......WHKP
....WJRI
Lenoir
.WSYD
Mt. Airy
New Bern ... ..WHIT
......WFRC
Reidsville
Roanoke
Rapids
........WCBT
Ro c ky Mount WEED
..WGTM
Wilson

1240
1440
1390
1220

NORTH DAKOTA
Devil 's Lake KDLR
Grand Forks . KILO
.....KLPM
Minot
Oakes
....KEYD

920
1450
1230

OHIO
....WMNI 10 : 05 a .m .
Columbus
7:00 p.m.
Dover ..............WJER
6 : 35 p .m .
Ironton
. WIRO

1270
1310
1240
1450
730
1450
1340
1300
1450
1600
1230

9 : 00 a.m .
5 : 35 p.m .
8:30 a .m .
1 : 00 p .m .
8 : 05 a.m .
4 : 30 p .m.
4 : 35 p.m .

Reno

)

7: 30 a.m .

MONTANA
..... KANA
1230 Ana conda
...KXLO
1230 Lewistown
1450 Wolf Point ....KVCK

1340

NEW YORK
....WMBO 8 :3 5 p.m .
1340 Auburn
6 : 35 p.m.
.. ...WCLI
1450 Corning
..WICY 6: 35 p.m .
1490 Malone
9 :3 0 p.m .
......WMSA
1340 Massena
770 New York ......WABC 10:00 p.m .
1240 Sarana c L a ke WNBZ 9:30 p .m .

OKLAHOMA
....... KVSO
1240 Ardmore
.......KUSH
1600 Cushing
... KCRC
1390 Enid
..........KSWO
1380 Lawton
......KNED
1150 McAlester
1000 Oklahoma
........KTOK
City
....... KLCO
1280 Poteau
....KOME
1300 Tulsa
......KVIN
1470 Vlnita
1260 Wewoka
.... ...KWSH
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6 : 35 p .m .
9 : 30 p .m .
7 : 35 p.m .
9 : 30 p .m .
1:00 p.m .

1230
1230
1450
1600

OREGON
Astoria
..KAST
Coos Bay ....... KOOS
Coquill e ........KWRO
Eugene
....... KASH

1240
1420
1150
1230
1230
1380

PENNSYLVANIA
.......... WRTA
Altoona
Coatsville
..... WCOJ
Hunington
....WHUN
....WCRO
Johnstown
Lo ck Haven . WBPZ
..WMLP
Milton

3 : 35 p .m .
8 : 30 p .m .
8:30 a.m .
8:30 p.m .
9:30 p.m .
5:30 p.m .
9 :3 0 a .m .
8 : 00 a .m .
6 : 35 p .m .
1 : 00 p .m .
(Sat .)

101 meg .
2 : 30 p.m .
6: 35 p.m .
5 : 35 p .m.
6 : 35 p.m.
9:30 p .m .
6:35 p.m .
9:30 p .m.
6:35 p .m .
4:35 p .m .
1 : 00 p .m .
5:35 p .m .
5 : 35 p.m .

8 : 30 p.m .
1:00 p.m .
8 : 30 p.m.
9 : 05 p .m.
1 : 30 p.m .
8:30 p.m .
1:00 p.m .
7 : 30 a .m .
8:30 p .m .
8:30 p .m .

1450
1490
980
1450

Pott ersville
WPP A-FM
St. Mary's ......WKBI
..WICK
Scranton
TyroneAltoona
..WTRN
Washingt on . WJPA
Wellsboro
......WNBT
Wilkes Barr e WILK
Williamsport
WMPT

1550
1340
1400
1450
1150
1340

SOUTH CAROLINA
Bennettsville
WBSC 6 :3 5 p.m .
7 : 30 a.m.
Charleston
....WOKE
6 : 35 p .m .
Georgetown
..WGTN
......WHSC
6 : 35 p.m .
Hartsville
Orangeburg
....WDIX 9 : 30 p.m.
6 :3 5 p.m .
Rock Hill ......WRHI

1340
1490
950

SOUTH DAKOTA
..
....... KIJV
5 :35 p.m.
Huron
Mitchell .......... KORN 5 : 35 p .m .
5: 35 p.m .
Watertown
..KWAT

1450
1340
1280
1240
1390
790
1490
960
1340

TENNESSEE
Athens
........WLAR
Columbia
..... WKRM
Dayton
.. . WDNT
Fayetteville
WEKR
Jackson
..........WTJS
Johnson City WETB
Lexington
. WDXL
McMinnvill e WBMC
Memphis
...WHHM

1400
980
1290

6 : 35 p.m .
6 : 35 p.m .
7 : 35 p.m.
7 : 35 a .m .
8:3 5 a .m.
6:35 p .m .
9: 30 p.m .
9: 30 p .m .

6 : 35 p .m .
1 :30 p .m .
4 :3 0 p.m .
6:3 5 p .m .
7 : 30 p .m .
8 : 05 a .m .
1 : 00 p.m .
9 : 00 a .m .
9:00 p.m .

2 'j

1150
1450
980
1290
1310

Morristown
..WCRK
Murfreesboro
WGNS
Nashville
........WSIX
Oak Ridge ....WATO
Onedia
........WBNT

9: 35 p.m.
9:00 a.m.
9 : 30 p.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

1470
710
1270
1400
1490
1490
1380
1420
1550
660
1270

Abilene
....... KRBC 8:15 a.m.
Amarillo
........KGNC 1: 05 p.m.
Bay City
.....KIOX 5: 35 p.m.
Big Spring ....KBYG 8: 30 p.m
Big Spring ......KBST
6:30 p.m.
Borger
............KHUZ
5: 35 p.m.
Brownwood ....KBWD 5:35 p.m .
Clarksville
....KCAR 8:30 a.m.
Comanche
....KCOM 12: 30 p .m .
Dallas
...KSKY 2: 05 p.m.
Eagle Pass ....KEPS
9: 05 a.m.
Farwell
...KZOL
Graham
..KSW A 4: 30 p.m.
Huntsville
...KSAM 6: 00 p.m.
Jacksonville
..KEBE
5: 35 p.m.
Liberty
....KWDL
Littlefield
......KZZN 9: 00 a.m.
Longview ........KFRO
8: 30 p.m.
Lubbock
..........KSEL
9:00 a.m.
Marshall
....WMHT
6: 35 p .m .
Midland
......KCRS 1: 30 p.m.
Monahans
....KVKM 5:35 p.m.
Nacogdoches
KEEE
8:30 p .m.
Pampa
....KHHH
7: 30 a.m.
Pampa
........ ....KPDN
5: 35 p.m.
Pleasanton
....KHOP
8: 30 p.m.
San Antonio ..KMAC 8 : 30 p.m.
Sherman
....KTXO 9: 30 a.m.
Terrell
........KTER
5: 30 p.m.
Texarkana
....KCMC 8: 30 p.m.
Tyler ................KTBB 8: 30 p.m.

TEXAS

1330
1490
1400
1490
1370
950
1450
550
1340
1230
1340
1380
630
1500
1570
1230
600

590
1460
1380

Brattleboro

..WKVT

1: 05 p.m.

VIRGINIA

980
1490
1230

Bristol .... .......WFHG
Culpeper
...... .WCVA
Fredericksburg ...
........WFV A

6: 35 p.m.
6:35 p .m .

... WLVA 9:30 p.m~
....WRAD 4: 00 p.m .
....WMBG · 9: 30 p.m.

WASHINGTON

1340
1470

Anacortes
. KAGT 8: 30 p.m.
CentraliaChahalis
....KELA 3:35 p.m.
1430 Mt. Vernon
...KBRC 9: 30 a .m.
660 Omak
... KOMW 9: 15 a .m.
1250 Seattle
......KTW 9: 30 p.m.
1230 Spokane
........KLYK 8:30 p.m .
Tacoma
....KLAY 9: 30 a.m.
1490 Walla Walla KTEL
..8:30 p.m.
WEST

1340
1230
1340
1300
1400

VIRGINIA

Clarksburg
....WHAR
Logan
............WLOG
Montgomery
WMON
St. Albans ....WKLC
Williamson
..WBTH

9:30 p.m.
6:35 p.m.
6:35 p .m.
9 : 30 a.m.
6: 35 p.m.

WISCONSIN

1240 Eau Claire ......WBIZ
1450 Fond du Lac ....KFE
1310 Madison
..WIBA
1240 Mantiowoc
..WOMT
1400 Reedsburg
....WRDB
1230 Wausau
....WSAU

5: 35 p.m.
8:05 a.m.
5: 35 p.m.
5:35 p.m .
9:00 a .m.

WYOMING

1470

Casper

.......... KTWO

9:15 a.m.

FOREIGN
CANADA

1270

Blind River,
Ont.
..CJNR 10: 15 a.m.
Winnipeg,
Manitoba ........ CKY 11: 00 p.m.
BERMUDA

Pembroke

VERMONT

1490

Lynchburg
Radford
Richmond

.......... ZBM

1: 30 p.m.

LIBERIA

650

Monrovia

........ELBC

4: 30 p.m.

NIGERIA

Enugu

..............ENBS

1: 30 p.m.

PHILIPPINES

8: 30 a.m.

Manila

.......... ..DZAQ

7: 30 a.m .

This list is not 100 % correct due to frequent changes.. All )imes are. Sunday u.nless otherwise
indicated. Check ~our local ne-wspaper or radio station for times' not hsted.
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period of time and that time was
stipulated "throughout
their generations." Their generations now
having come to an end, this everlasting covenant came to an end.
Yes, it was everlasting , but only
for that particular period. I ask
again, why do we not circumcise
since we claim to be Abraham's
spiritual seed? This answered and
we have the answer i:o the sabbath
question: Christ was this promised
seed of Abraham. In Him were
fulfilled all the promises of the
Old Testament. When His testament became effective all things
else ended. It is now spiritual, not
fleshly, Romans 2: 28-29.
THE

LAND

PROMISE

In Genesis 17: 8 is the foundation stone from which the premillennialists begin their argument
that Christ Is yet to restore to
Israel all the land once reigned
over by David, for say they it was
promised to Abraham and his seed
for an everlasting possession. Since
that territory
IS now in the
possession of the seed of Abraham and smce it was to be an
everlasting possess10n, they claim
that God IS honor bound to restore it to them. If it were to be
an everlasting possession in that
sense then they could never have
lost it. The fact they have not

April 1962

possessed it now for some two
thousand years and that it shall
have to be given back to them 1s
proof positive that they have not
retained it as an everlasting possession for it had been lost to
them now for two thousand years.
Oh, one says, Mr. Harper, they
do have it again. Nay, verily; for
there is not a Jew within the old
walls of the city of Jerusalem,
the very capital of this great
country. No, it is far from having
been restored to them. Now, what
1s the answer? Here it 1s: This
promise was made to Abraham
and his seed, his fleshly seed onlv
"throughout
their
generations,"
verse 7.
Let us turn now to Matthew 3,
verse 9. Here Christ said to the
Jews, "Think not to say within
yourselves, We have Ab~aham to
our Father." Now why this admonition? There was commg a
time when the fact that they were
the fleshly seed of Abraham
would not secure for them the
blessings of God. This the world
needs to learn now! I now invite
vour
attention
to Romans 9,
verses 6 through 8, Do you have
your Bibles? "For they a~e not all
israel, which are of Is~ael: neither,
because thev are the seed of Abraham, are they all children: but,
27

in Isaac shall thy seed be called."
Now hear the next verse and never
forget it. "They which are the
children of the flesh, these are not .
the children of God: but the
children
of the · promise
are
counted for the seed." What more
do we demand than this to prove
to us today that the fleshly seed
of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, yea of
David, who is of Abraham's seed,
are no longer counted for the seed
to enjoy these physical promises
made in Genesis 17: 7-8? The
spiritual seed of Abraham are
promised a better home, even
heaven itself. Hear the writer of
the Hebrew letter as he speaks
concerning the hopes and dreams
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in
chapter 11, verse 10 and then forever surrender all these physical
fleshly hopes of earthly Canaan.
The writer says, "For he ( this is
Abraham) looked for a city which
hath foundations, whose builder
and maker is God." Not earthly
Canaan. Can't we see this?
PERPETUAL-FOREVER

Let us now study the meaning
of the expression "for ever." The
same argument is made regarding
the evpression "for ever" that has
been made with reference to the
word "everlasting." In Exodus 31,
verses 16 and 17, your Bible reads,

2R

"Wherefore the children of Israel
shall keep the sabbath, to observe
the sabbath
throughout
their
generations,
for
a
perpetual
covenant. It is a sign between me
and the children of Israel ( not the
Gentiles) for ever." From this
passage it is argued that the sabbath day is just as binding on this
generation, during the Christian
dispensation, as it was back during the time of this command in
Exodus 31. It is suggested that
"for ever" means "without end";
that it shall never cease. Now to
show you that this argument will
not hold, I have but to read this
time from Exodus 12: 8 where the
Lord is giving instructions regarding the lamb to be slain the
night He was to pass over Egypt
to slay the first born in every
home where He did not see the
blood. It reads as follows: "And
they shall eat the flesh in that
night, roast with fire, and unleavened bread; and with bitter
herbs they shall eat it." In verse
11 it tells them why, "It is the
Lord's passover." Now concerning the observance of this "passover" hear the Lord 's instructions
in verse 14, "And this day shall be
unto you for a memorial; and ye
shall keep it a feast to the Lord
throughout your generations; ye
HF.RAJ.])
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shall keep it a feast by an ordi- the circumcision nor the · passover
nance for ever." Do you keep this covenants are being observed by
"passover feast"? Why not? It was those who try binding upon us' the
to last for ever. If the sabbath is sabbath covenant, vet thev were
binding because we find it was everlasting and for" ever, ,~re ha,·e
to be observed for ever, then why completely answered this argunot the observance of the pas~- ment that the sabbath is bindin<T
over in the same way? There is today because it says it was f;;
no answer for this by those who ever: You see wh~n Christ bekeep the sabbath because the pass- came our passover; when Christ
became lawgiver then His Testaover was to be for ever also. Turn
with me now to I . Corinthians 5, ment became effective. It was
that these "generations"
verse 7. It reads: "Purge out there- then
fore the old leaven, that ye may throughout which all these covebe a new lump, as ye are un- nants were everlasting and should
leavened. For even Christ our not cease, ended and these covpassov~r is sacrificed for us." No enants no longer are binding aclonger do we have the old pass- cording to the New Testament.
over feast. Today Christ is our Christ freed the Jews from all
passover. So again when Christ these fleshlv bonds and ties and
and His New Testament became covenants. The fleshly generaeffective it was the end of the tions or seed of Abraham ended
Jewish generation, according the with the coming of his spiritual
seed, those in Christ; the generateachings of the New Testament.
Here we have proven again by the tions of Israel ended when Christ
Old and New Testaments that the fulfilled all the Old Law and
expression for ever does not mean when men became no longer Jews
it never ends, but that it is for of the flesh, but of the Spirit. All
ever during that special dispensa- this was nailed to the cross and
tion under consideration. But the -now we have Christ our passover,
circumcision is of the heart, not
key to all this is that the circumcision covenant; the passover cove- of the flesh; the fleshly generations of Abraham and Israel have
nant, and the sabbath covenant
ended with the spiritual seed of
were all to last only "throughout
their generations." Since we have Abraham. Today we have the Nev.!
established positively that neither Testament and in it there is not
April 1962
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one command to "remember the do not observe the passover covsabbath day to keep it holy," enant; all of which were everlast. ing, perpetual, for ever,, throughnot one.
out their generations, then you
PERPETUAL
But some say to me, Mr. must admit that this sabbath covenant that was perpetual and forHarper, the sabbath was to be a
perpetual observance and if per- ever was also to last only
their generations."
petual, it can't end. Let us read "throughout
Since
all
these
others are admitted
aaain, this time from Exodus 30,
to
have
ended
with
Christ and His
v~rse 8: "And when Aaron
Testament
at
the
cross,
Colossians
Iighteth the lamps at even, he
2:
12,
then
it
must
be
admitted
shall burn incense upon it, a peralso
that
the
sabbath
covenant
petual incense before the Lord
which was given to the same peothroughout
your
generations."
You will never forget the time ple, Israel only throughout their
duration of all these. Each time generation, ended with Christ and
it was "throughout your genera- His testament. This was the end
of the Jewish generation (accordtions."
ing to the New Testament), and
CONCLUSION
today we are neither Jew nor
Now let us read again the comGentiles; we are "one in Christ
mand regarding the sabbath in
Jesus" (Galatians 3:28). These
Exodus 31: 16-17, "Wherefore the
lessons correctly understood and
children of Israel shall keep the
destroyed is every possible argusabbath, to observe the sabbath
ment to bind upon us the sabbath
throughout their generations, for
given to none other than those
a perpetual covenant. It is a sign
who crossed the Red Sea.
between me and the children of
Remember that Christ our passIsrael for ever." This sabbath covover,
who died for our sins, said
enant was between God and Israel;
in
Mark
16: 16: "He that benot between God and the Gentile
lieveth
and
is baptized shall be
world and this sabbath covenant
saved.
But
he
that believeth not
was exactly like the others. It was
shall
be
damned."
Remember
perpetual,
forever,
throughout
Peter,
directed
by
the
Spirit said
their generations. Since therefore
in
Acts
2:
38,
"Repent,
and
be bapyou do not observe to keep the
tized
every
one
of
you
in the
circumcision covenant; since you
30
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name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost."
This is the New Testament. My

proyer in His name is that
obey Him, trusting Him for
promises, assured that when
obey your Lord He will save

you
·His
you
you.

QUESTION OF THE WEEK
APRIL 15, 1962
As the result of my sermon in December , "The Pleading Eyes of a Child,"
received one of the most cherished letters during my six years with this
k young orphan girl from the Philippine Islands wrote me, wonprogram.
dering why she and · her little sister and two brothers had to be left as
they were with their father and mother not wanting them. She said she was
so glad someone cared about children in this condition.
She is in college
and wanting help, not so much financial help, possibly, but help to let them
know they are loved and wanted, and cared for in the hearts of Christian
people. How I would love to just go visit this little girl and her brothers
and sister and let them feel the warmth of a heart who truly loves these
children, but I can't of course; they are too · far away. We sent her letter,
or a copy of it, to our Brother Brashears who is working with the churches
of Christ there.
It is my prayer that the heart of this precious young girl
may find the love and warmth that she and her brothers and little sister
need to bring back into their little hearts the sunshine of life and the joy of being loved and wanted. Churches of Christ are interested in children whose
fathers and mothers no longer care for them nor want them, or whose parents, maybe for reasons they cannot help, can't provide for them what they
need . Should this little girl in that faraway island be listening I want her
to know that we do love her and want to hear from her again.

FROM THE GREAT STATE OF IDAHO
Dear Brethren:
I am enclosing $5.00 for the wonderful TV broadcast and what a
godsend it is in homes where they never have a chance to hear this better way of !ife. I hope it will continue to go into all parts of the '\vorld.
Hoping our little mite will lead some dear soul to Christ that otherwise
might not ever hear the gospel.
May God bless all in this great work.
G. R., Napa, Idaho
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DID CONSTANTINE GIVE US SUNDAY?

SON-IN-LAW BAPTIZED

ABC and MBS Networks

Sayer, Oklahoma

By E. R. HARPER

Highland Church of Christ
April

22, 1962

Dear Bro. Caw yer,
Guy and I are sending our regul ar $2.00 monthl y donation and I am
also sending my extra $3.00 as I promised to send y ou $3.00 more each
month.
We are so grateful for the work T.V. is doing. Our son-in-law ,
J.E., was bapti zed Sunday a week. The results was from a T.V. listener.
We have a local program in w hich our oldest son and wife have helped
with singing the last 3 months from Hammon Church and J. has listened
attentatively. I hope with our little mite other s will help you in this
great work. Yours in Christian love.
G. and E.W.
March 16, 1962
Herald of Truth
P. 0. Box 1858
Abilene, Texas
Attn: Film Booker
Dear Sir:
This is to advise y ou that effective Sunday, April 15 your program,
"Herald of Truth," will be moved from 9 a.m. to 7: 30 a.m. Following
the program of April 8 we will inform our viewers of the change so
that the loyal Church of Christ followers will be able to see the program
before their normal Church service.
Incidentall y, we have had many favorable comments from viewers
on this series, and we hope to continue it indefinitely .
Sincerely,
R. I. G .
Program Manager
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too many for me to have time to
answer each of them in a lengthy
explanation. Many of these letters
suggest to me that Constantine of
Rome changed the law, and also
that the Roman Catholic Church
claimed to have changed the sabbath day from Saturday to Sunday .

the book "The Protestant Dilemma" by Richard Lewi~. In this I
shall be fair, for you must always
know that what we present on this
program is an honest setting forth
of what the people from whom we
quote have said. On page 71, the
writer says, "The Council of
Nicaea
was held in A. D. 325.
This discussion is in no way to
Constantine
presided over this
be construed as an insult to those
council,
though
he was n o t a
who hold to the sabbath, but
simply to point out the truth as Christian. In fact, he had, four
we believe it to be. The charge is, years earlier, decreed t h a t all
as I would call it, threefold; first townspeople should rest on the
that Constantine by law changed 'venerable day of the sun' thus atthe worship day from Saturday to tempting to achieve a unity beSunday; second, that the Roman tween the pagan and Christian
Catholic Church claims to have elements in the empire." On page
changed it because they claim the 78 he says, "Finally, a pseudodivine right to make such changes; Christian emperor with purel y
third, that it was a heathen custom political motives brought Sunday
brought over into the church by into favor by legislative action .°"
Constantine to unite, if possible, But again on page 28 we read
the heathens with the Christians . "Not until after the change in the
These three accusations I shall practice of rest and worship from
undertake to document in this Saturday to Sunday had been well
established did the politicall y
sermon today.
minded church step forward t 0
1. To show you that these ac- claim the credit ." Thus is docucusations are made, I quote from mented beyond question the first
0
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of these statements that Constantine changed the meeting from
Saturday to Sunday. Keep this m
mind!
CATHOLIC

CHURCH

The next claim mentioned by
them is that the Roman Catholic
Church claims to have made this
change. This time I read from this
same book, page 77, "The Reformers were aware of the claims of
the Roman Church. Speaking of
the Catholics the Augsburg Confession states, 'They allege the
change of the Sabbath into the
Lord's day, contrary, as it seemeth, to the Decalogue; and they
have no example more in their
mouths than the change of the
Sabbath."' One more quotation,
this time from page 79. He is
quoting from the catechism by
Professor Peter Geiermann, which
this writer says appeared in 1910
having received the blessing of
Pius X. It is as follows: "Question,
Which is the Sabbath day? Answer : Saturday is the Sabbath
day. Question: Why do we observe Sunday instead of Saturday?
Answer: We observe Sunday instead of Saturday because the
Catholic Church, in the Council of
Laodicea - transferred the solemnity from Saturday to Sunday."
Again I have documented the

statement made by me that they
undertake to show that the Roman
Catholic Church claims to have
made this change from Saturday
to Sunday, and not the Holy
Spirit.
HEATHEN

PRACTICE-SUN

GOD

Now to establish the claim that
it was a heathen custom palmed
off on the church as an act of
"sun-god" worship and not a
Scriptural act of commemorating
the "Lord's death till he come."
On page 71, I have just read to you
where Constantine "decreed that
all townspeople should rest on the
'venerable day of the sun'." Now
on page 72 the writer has this to
say, "These actions make clear the
objectives of Constantine which
are stated by church historians to
have been the unifying of the
pagan and Christian elements: a
day which both could keep; the
day named for the sun and the
day of the Lord's resurrection; the
pagan wo.rship of the sun and the
Christian worship of the Creator."
I believe I am now justified in
saying that the claim is this: That
Constantine and the Roman Catholic Church changed the Sabbath
day worship from Saturday to
Sunday instituting in the place of
God's ordained day, the sabbath,
HERALD
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Saturday, the "sun-god's" day,
Sunday, with its heathen practices
that the heathen might worship
his heathen God. Our question now
is: Are these accusations valid? or
can I prove that Christians worshiped on the "first day of the
week" under apostolic indorsement long centuries before Constantine or the Roman Catholic
Church existed? Can I prove that
during the centuries before Constantine, Christians were meeting
on Sunday? If I am able to do this
then again we have proven these
claims to be wrong.
CHRISTIANS

ON SUNDAY

I read now from the Bible, Acts
20: 7, "And upon the first day of
the week (which is Sunday), when
the disciples came together to
break bread, Paul preached unto
them, ready to depart on the mor. row; and continued his speech until midnight." Now verse 11 reads,
"When he therefore was come up
again, and had broken bread, and
eaten, and talked a long while,
eyen till break of day, so he departed." From this it is argued
that this was not the Lord's supper, but a regular meal, based upon
verse 11. First may I ask, Why did
they come together to break this
bread if it were a common meal?
This was a breaking of bread for
April 1962

which they came together on the
first day of the week to observe.
Another thing, there is no need
or at least there should be none,
to prove that this was not at the
close of Sunday, therefore on
Monday morning, as is presented
by some as a possible explanation
of this passage. It just plainly says,
"Upon the first day of the week,
when the disciples came together
to break bread." That should settle
it. But asks one, What are you going to do about this new translation that reads "Saturday night"?
First, I would like to say I believe
this is very unfortunate but still
"Saturday night" is after the sabbath which ended at sundown and
is still the "first day of the week."
When men strive so hard to show
this is not to observe the Lord's
supper, when they strive to show
this could have been on some other
day, it is conclusive proof to me
that they are in tragic trouble with
the sabbath theory for this shows
the practice of the early Christians
observing the Lord's supper, not
on the sabbath, but on the first day
of the week - Sunday. But asks
one, What is the meaning of verse
11 where it says, "when they had
broken bread and eaten"? Does
this not show this was just a common meal? Certainly not. You do
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not just "break the bread," you men; judge ye what I say. The cup
also eat it. In I Corinthians 11: 2 8 of blessing which we bless, is it
we read, "But let a man examine . not the communion of the blood
himself, and so let him eat of that of Christ? The bread which we
bread and drink of that cup." That
break, is it not the communion of
was the purpose of their coming the body of Christ?" Now it shall
together and here they are partak- be my pleasure to show you that
ing of the supper. Have you ever the "breaking of bread" which is
watched people observe this beau- the Lord's Supper is to be "when
tiful memorial of the death of the they come togethtr
into one
Lord? We do not just grab up the place." If this I can do, then we
piece of bread and begin biting on can understand why the disciples
it; we very humbly and very man- were coming together on "the first
nerly break the bread and then eat day of the week" to break bread
?f it. This is what they were do- in Acts 20: 7.
mg.
I now read from I Corinthians
11:
17 "ye come together not for
But says another, in Acts 2:42
the
better, but for the worse."
it says "They continued steadfastThen
in verse 18 we read "For
ly in . . . breaking of bread" and
first
of
all, when ye come together
that this was a common meal, was
in
the
church, I hear there be
it not? No, the "breaking of bread"
divisions
among you." Now listen
in verse 42 is the Lord's Supper.
20, "When ye come toto
verse
Now in verse 46 it reads "And
gether
therefore
into one place,
breaking bread from house to
this
is
not
to
eat
the Lord's suphouse, did eat their meat with
per."
Now
why?
They
had
gladness and singleness of heart."
brought
their
own
supper
and
Verse 46 plainly states that the
breaking of bread here was a were putting to shame those who
common meal at home. They ate had not - the poor. So this one
meat. This was not the same break- thing I have set forth - this breaking of bread therefore as m verse ing of bread -- Lord's supper - was
at a meeting in which they were
42.
to assemble into one place, as the
Now turn with me if you have verse above says, "together in the
your Bible to I Corinthians 10: church - the assembly." They did
15-16 . It reads, "I speak as to wise not break this bread from house
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to house. They were not to eat
this bread at their various homes
separate and apart from the congregation, but in the assembly
when they came together into one
place.

A

MATTER

SETTLED

From these Scriptures it is positively proven that Constantine did
not originate the idea of Christians
meeting on Sunday. Here in Acts
20: 7 and I Corinthians 16: 2, from
A. D. 55 to A. D. 57 as nearly as
we can calculate the time, we
WHY WAS THIS?
actually have the early church
It is now necessary to find the meeting and observing the Lord's
day on which they met. If you supper on Sunday, which is the
will read I Corinthians 16: 2 you first day of the week. This is some
will find the Spirit guiding Paul 265 years before the council in
to write these words, "Upon the which it is asserted that Constanfirst day of the week let every one tine changed the worship from
of you lay by him in store, as God Saturday to Sunda y . He could not
hath prospered him, that there be have been the one to introduce
no gatherings when I come ." the Sunday meetings for under the
Again we find that the people in leadership of the apostles this was
Corinth and Galatia had been practiced. Had it not been of
given this command to be obeyed divine sanction, are we ready to
on the first day of the week. Is accuse the apostles of winking at
there any reasonable answer as to that which, as I shall read to you
why Paul would have them do this is called toda y the "mark of the
on the first day of the week? Yes, beast"? In the book "The Beast
he had just been talking to them and His Mark," is the charge that
of the day on which they "came Sunday is the Mark of the Beast.
together into one place." Since they On page 39 we read, "The mark
Were accustomed to assemble into of the beast is a rival. or counterone place for the Lord's supper, feit, of God's se1l, the Sabbath."
why not take this time to "lay by Again, "Therefore the mark of the
in store" for the poor saints in beast must be a rival sabbath to
Jerusalem? Again, we know they God's true Sabbath ." Having said
came together at Troas in Acts 20: this he quotes from the "Catholic,"
7 to "break bread" on the "first a publication of Feb. 9, 1893, Kanday of the week," which 1s sas City, "The Catholic Church of
its own infallible authority created
Sunday.
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Sunday a holy day to take the
place of the sabbath of the old
law." Now I ask you this question.
How could the Roman Catholic
Church have changed this? How
could Constantine have changed
this? when we find Christians
meeting on Sunday, the first day of
the week 265 years before the
counsel of Nicaea over which
Constantine the Great presided?
How could the Roman Catholic
Church have changed Saturday to
Sunday when the Christians were
meeting on Sunday some five to
six centuries before there ever appeared in secular history the name
Roman Catholic Church? During
the time of Acts 20: 7 the Roman
Catholic Church was unknown.
This being true then neither Constantine nor the Roman Catholic
Church could have been the power
that instigated the meeting of
Christians on Sunday, for this had
been in practice 265 years before
the council over which Constantine
presided and five to six centuries
before the world ever read of the
Roman Catholic Church. This
being true I have proven by the
Bible that our authority for meeting on Sunday is of divine origin,
practiced by the church under the
direction of the apostles, guided as
they were by the Spirit and par-

ticipated in by Paul and the early
church. If it were wrong; if it
were contrary to divine revelation;
if it were the "Mark of the Beast;"
if this breaking of bread should
have been done on Saturday, the
sabbath, then why did not Paul
correct them? Why is there absolutely no record of the early
church's having come together on
Saturday, their sabbath, to break
bread; to observe the Lord's supper? This is vital and needs to be
explained before we accuse the
practice of meeting on Sunday an
act of sun-god worship and therefore an act of heathen worship.
Would Paul, the Christians at
Troas, or Corinth, have offered
worship to the sun-god? or worship
the beast? All that Constantine did
was to legalize Sunday. because it
was the day the Christians met to
observe the Lord's supper. He
changed nothing. He respected
their day of worship. The Roman
Catholic Church changed nothing.
Christians had been meeting on
Sunday since the early church.
CONCLUSION

In my next lesson I shall discuss
Paul's purpose for meeting with
the Jews on the sabbath.
OBEY

THE

LORD

Friends, I beg of you today to
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come obeying your Lord believing
in Him as your only Saviour, repenting of your every sin, and be
baptized into Christ as says your
Bible, Romans 6: 3 and Galatians
3:27. Do this by being buried with
Him in baptism, Romans 6:4 and
Colossians 2: 12. These men guided
by the Spirit knew what the Lord
wanted men to do, else these
Scriptures would not be in the
Bible. Will you not obey your

Bible today, is my prayer m the
name of Christ our Lord.
Remember, we are not commanded to keep a day in the law
of Christ, but we are commanded
to remember an act - the death
of Christ (I Corinthians 11:24-26).
They commemorate a day; we remember the death of our Lord.
This is the difference!

QUESTION OF THE WEEK
APRIL

22, 1962

While this is not what we might term a question, yet it was suggested
to me some months ago by Brother Reese Bryant , who was in Nigeria as a
missionary for some two or three years . He said, "Brother Harper, radios
are not as plentiful there as in the states. " He suggested that every Sunday
many groups of interested people would gather around one radio, possibly 25
to 200, sometimes sitting on the ground or maybe other places listening to
my sermons. We thought it would be wonderful to have some personal fellowship with them today in this period of our study. So to all you in Nigeria who may be listening to my voice today, may I say to you , "Hello and
God bless you for listening to me; for letting me be your guest at this hour."
Let us say God bless ·all of you in Nigeria, Liberia, Bermuda, Canada,
Ph ilippines, Canal Zone, Hawaii and wherever you may be listening to us by
ra dio or ~TV. Write us and let us become a part of you .
C'+.S

From Marion, Illinois, we have the following:
"Dear Brother Baxter: We watch your T.V. program nearly every Sunday morning. We enjoy it very much. My husband really likes the way
you teach although he is not a member of the church. I pray he will be
soon."
BRETHREN: our responsibility is to teach God's word and to do it
through a scriptural organization - the local congregation. We are happy
that so many of you are helping to teach men and women God's truth.
Apr il 1962
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Mr. Frank Cawyer
Herald of Truth Television Program
Box 1858
Abilene, Texas
Dear Brother Cawyer:
A Southeast Missouri group of Churches of Christ began more than
two years ago to try to get the Herald of Truth Television broadcast
from Cape Girardeau Station KFVS-TV, and after about one year's
persuasion, we got on the air, on a fully paid broadcast. Now we have
been broadcasting from that station nearly fourteen months and we are
very much impressed by the whole affair.
The reason for the year's delay was not financial support, but
Station KFVS-TV requires approval by the National Council of
Churches for all free religious time, and since we do insist on New
Testament doctrinal teaching, we were considered denominational by
them and therefore we were not approved by the Council. At that time
this station did not sell time to any religious broadcasts whatsoever. We
were the first on the station, on a fully paid basis.
There is now behind us two months of our second year's broadcasting from KFVS-TV, still on a fully paid basis, and we hope to
continue this way, having signed a year's contract again.
It was our personal effort that changed the policy of the station
to allow us to buy the time, and now there is a standing line of denominational bidders for the time we are using.
It goes without saying we prefer to pay our own way rather than
to compromise any New Testament teaching. So we plan to stay with
the Herald of Truth films and retain our time.
May we commend the films and the work of all who were involved
in their production. They are very good.
Yours in Christ,
H. C. W.
( one of our elders)
P. S. All our efforts, ours and yours combined, did not change the
station's attitude toward free time. They were very nice about it, but
made their position understandable while they remained firm. But
thanks so much.

f()
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WHY PAUL WENT TO THE SYNAGOGUE
ABC and MBS Networ-ks
By E. R. HARPER
April

29, 1962

Radio Sermon

As I close these discussions on
the sabbath question I come now
to answer the question asked me,
Why did Paul meet with the
Jewish people on the sabbath in
their synagogues? The thought
set forth in these suggestions is
that Paul was keeping the sabbath
with the Jewish nation as he met
with them in their synagague worship.
ACTS

13

Acts the 13th chapter is one of
the most referred to chapters
where Paul met with the Jews on
the sabbath. Beginning with verse
14 it reads, "But when they departed from Perga, they came to
Antioch in Pisidia, and went into
the synagogue on the sabbath day,
and sat down." May I ask, why
they came to the synagogue on
the sabbath? (It should not have
to be answered.) If they desired
to speak to the Jews it would have
been foolish to meet on the first
day of the week - Sunday - for
they did not meet on that day.
How easily explained! Now after
they read the law and the proApril 1962
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phets, they invited Paul to speak.
Paul now stands up, beckons with
his hand and begins this great sermon contrasting the law and its
benefits with the blessings to be
found in Christ. He rehearses
with them God's providence over
them from their stay in Egypt;
their deliverance from Egypt; their
wilderness sufferings; God's rule
over them with judges; and kings
and finally introduces to them the
seed of David, verse 2 3 who was
to be a Savior to Israel, calling His
name Jesus. He brought to their
attention the ministry of John the
Baptist, preaching the baptism of
repentance to all the people of
Israel. He brought to their attention the fact that John said he
was not the Savior but that there
was coming after him one whose
shoes he was not worthy to loose.
Now listen to Paul's pointed, yet
pleading and moving plea to them,
"Men and brethren - they were
Jews - children of the stock of
Abraham, and whosoever among
you f eareth God, to you is the
word of this salvation sent. For
-~I

they that dwell at Jerusalem, and
their rulers, because they knew
him not, nor yet the voices of the
prophets which are read every
sabbath day , they have fulfilled
them in condemning him. And
though they found no cause for
death in him, yet desired they Pilate that he should be slain. And
when the y had (now listen to
this) when they had fulfilled all
that was written of him, they
took him down from the tree, and
laid him in a sepulchre. But God
raised him from the dead." Then
in verse 33 Paul declared to them
"God hath fulfilled the same unto
us their children, in that he hath
raised up Jesus again; as it is also
written in the second psalm. Thou
art my Son, this day have I begotten thee." Then in verse 34 he
declared "I will give you - Christ
- the sure mercies of David." Here
sat this company of Jewish people hearing that which had never
been preached to them; that which
they did not understand. Listen
now to verses 38-41, "Be it known
unto you therefore, men and
brethren, that through this man is
preached unto you the forgiveness of sins: and by him all that
believe are justified from all things
- now hear this my friends from which ye could not be justi42

fied by the law of Moses. Beware
~herefore, lest that come upon
you, which is spoken of in the
prophets; Behold, ye despisers,
and wonder, and perish: for I
work a work in your days, a
work which ye shall in no wise
believe, though a man declare it
unto you." Now I ask you, Was
Paul here worshiping with the
Jews, keeping the sabbath? Or,
was he here teaching them to give
up the law of Moses which we
have proven included the sabbath
and which could not make them
perfect nor bring to them the forgiveness of sins? If he were worshiping with them as a part of the
New Testament order, then why
did he call them "despisers,"
"wonderers" who should perish?
Was Paul worshiping after a custom that would cause men not to
receive the remission of sins and
that would cause him finally to
perish? Certainly the Gentiles
wanted to hear him again the next
sabbath for this was the time the
Jews met in their synagogues.
There was no church of the Lord
with this group of Gentiles and
Paul desired again to speak to
them and to the Jews but you
watch the reaction of the Jews the
next sabbath.
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Beginning with verse 44 we
read, "And the next sabbath day
came almost the whole city together to hear the word of God. "
Was this Word of God the law of
Moses that Paul had declared to
them in ve!ses 38 and 39 could not
bring them forgiveness of sins and
by which he said they could not
be justified? Nay verily! This was
the gospel of salvation through
Jesus Christ, whom they rejected.
But listen to verse 45: "But when
the Jews saw the multitudes, they
w ere filled with envy, and spake
against those things which were
spoken by Paul, contradicting and
blaspheming." Question : If Paul
were here teaching them to observe
the sabbath day, if he were here
worshiping with them, then why
did they contradict his teachings
and blaspheme? Would you do
that were I to come into your assembly to observe with you the
sabbath? Was that the way Paul
observed the sabbath? Hear Paul
and Barnabas as they "waxed bold,
and said, It was necessary that the
word of God should first be spoken to you." Just here I ask this
question. If Paul were meeting
with them to keep the sabbath,
then why this statement "The
word of God should first have
been spoken to you" .? Here was
April 1962

something the Jews had never
heard before the coming of the
New Testament. It had to be different . But listen further, "seeing
ye put it from you, and judge
yourselves unworthy of everlasting
life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles."
Now, had Paul met there to observe the sabbath or to show them
they were wrong?
REACTION

OF THE

JEWS

Notice the reaction of the Jews
in verse 50, "But the Jews stirred
up the devout and honorable
women, and the chief men of the
city, and raised persecution against
Paul and Barnabas and expelled
them out of the coasts." Now for
what did they persecute them? For
what did they drive them out of
their coasts? Was it for meeting
with them to worship as was the
custom of the Jews to "remember .
~the sabbath day to keep it holy"?
If so, why such treatment? Nay,
my friends the sermon preached,
the reaction of the Jews to that
sermon is proof positive that Paul
was not there to worship with
them after their custom of keeping
the sabbath. Thus Acts 13, instead
of sustaining the doctrine of those
observinq- the sabbath day, defeats
it completely.
·
ACTS

17

Again he met with them "in the
43

synagogue in Acts 17: 1, but notice of being a pestilent fellow, a mover
the reception he received - "But of sedition whom they had taken
the Jews which believed not, mov- · to try, but he was rescued by
ed with envy, took unto them Lysias, the chief captain. Does this
certain lewd fellows of the baser sound like Paul and the Jews were
sort, and gathered a company, and observing the sabbath day to keep
set all the city on an uproar." Does it holy? Nay my friends! Paul was
this look like Paul was there just trying to get them to give up
Moses and the Old Testament and
to "keep the sabbath day holy"?
accept Christ and forgiveness of
ACTS 24
sins by the New Testament. This
One more and then from this
defeats the theory. It does not
shall pass. In Acts 24: 14 it is
establish it.
suggested to me in these letters
that Paul was defending the pracOne thing I wish to make clear.
tice of the Jewish law, the sabbath I am not anti-Semitic. This is not
day. It reads, "But this I confess meant to attack the Jewish people
unto thee, that after the way they as a people. Many of them are my
- the Jews - call heresy, so wor- friends. I am only discussing this
ship I the God of my fathers." from the standpoint of a Gentile
Notic ·e now, "believing all things upon whom is trying to be fastenwhich are written in the law and ed the Sabbath Day given to the
in the prophets." Of course he Jews in Exodus 20. That is all.
believed those things. He was
THINGS FOUND
teaching them that Christ was the
Thus far I have established that
fulfillment of all that was written
in the law and prophets and for the words spoken by the Lord
from Exodus 20 through 2 3 are not
that reason they should surrender
Moses and the law and the divided into two distinct laws, one
prophets. The Jews called what to last, the other to be done away.
I have established beyond conPaul was preaching heresy. Would
you call my preaching heresy were tradiction, I believe, th;t these inI to preach that all men should structions given Moses were called
keep the sabbath day? But notice the "book of the covenant," not
that here in this chapter Paul is books of the covenant; the law actually on trial for his life. Ter- not laws. The Law of Moses and
tullus, the orator is accusing Paul the Law of God; and that this book
44
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of the covenant: the law; the Law
of Moses; and the Law of God all
contained one and the same thing.
They were identical! I have established that there is no such division
in the Bible as Moral Law and
Ceremonial Law, one the Law of
God, the other the Law of Moses.
They were one law. I have proven
that the words everlasting, eternal,
for ever, and perpetual are not used
when applied to men and covenants as they are when used to
describe God. That they are everlasting, eternal, for ever, and perpetual only throughout the designated time of their existence. We
have proven that this time was
"throughout
their generations"
and that their generations ended
when the "spiritual seed" or
"generation" of Abraham began,
which was with the testament of
Christ, after His d e a t h on the
cross and that by this death they
became "dead to" and "delivered
from"
the law that said 'thou
shalt not covet" which was the
Ten Commandments, having been
nailed to the cross and taken out
of the way ( Colossians 2: 12;
Romans 7:4-6). I have established
by the Bible the fact that neither
Constantine, nor the Roman Catholic Church originated the meetings
on Sunday, but that it began in the
April 1962

first century with the sanction of
the apostles as they were guided
by the Spirit, some 265 years before Constantine presided over the
Nicean Council. May I read to you
just here from the writings of
Justin Martyr, who was supposed
to have been privileged to meet
John, for he lived in 140 A. D. He
wrote, "And upon the day called
Sunday all that live in city or
country meet together at the same
place, where the writings of the
apostles and prophets are read as
much as time will give leave."
Then he says, "The consecrated
elements are distributed - by the
hands of the deacons." (Histo.ry of
the Sabbath, page 269.) In A. D .
180 from the Syrian Documents
we read "On the first day of the
week (Sunday) let there be services and the reading of the Holy
Scriptures, and the oblation." (Ad ventism and the Bible, page 194).
I quote once more . A. D. 200, this
is the beginning of the third centur y, "Tertullian discribes Sunday
observances as follows, 'We devote
Sunday to rejoicing '." I could give
others but here we have Paul and
the church in Troas meeting on
the first day of the week, Sunday,
from Acts 20: 7, and . the church~s
in Corinth and Galatia , I Corinthians 16:2; during the first cen45

tury, Justin Martyr, Syrian Docuthan either the creation or the
crossing of the Red Sea. For here
ments, and T ertullian so testifying
·
from A. D. 140 to A. D. 200 that we find the salvation of man.
they met on Sunday. Many more
CONCLUSION
I must bring this discussion to
could be given but these are
sufficient to establish the fact that an end. I could go on for the entire
I 3 weeks. I trust the discussion has
the church for nearly 300 years
before Constantine had been meet- stimulated you to serious meditaing on Sunday, the first day of tion. In this lesson I feel I have
the week to commune with the amply established the reason for
Paul's going into the synagogue,
Lord. This completely destroys
the charge that Sunday was made not to worship with the Jews
after their religion, nor to keep the
a day of worship by Constantine
sabbath with them, but to plead
or any other power. Constantine
with them to give up the Old
only legalized Sunday observance
which he had no scriptural com- Testament, with Moses, and accept
mand to do and the Roman
the New Testament, with Christ.
Catholic Church only made man- The Jews rejected his preaching,
datory upon their people the day ran him out of their cities, and
on which the early Christians met tried to have him killed at the
courts of Caesar. Remember Paul
to observe the Lord's
Supper.
The early Christians met to re- had been brought up in the strictmember an event - the death of est sect of the Jews' religion, a
Christ - and did not meet to re- Pharisee, Acts 26: 5, and is now
member a day to keep it holy. offering his life to convert his
Here is where your trouble lies. people from Judaism to ChristianDo you honestly believe Paul ity. Hard pressed must be a theory
would have engaged in a heathen to present these example5, as proof
act of worship? Do you believe he that Paul kept the sabbath day.
would have engaged in an act of Remember, Paul actually met with
\\'orship to The Beast? Ah, my the disciples on the first day of
the week, Sunday, to break bread.
friends, we are under the New
Testament,
the law of Christ Isn't it strange this passage is set
(Galatians 6:2; Hebrews 9:15).
aside and the observance of a dav
This remembering the death of not commanded to be kept in all
Christ is of far greater importance
the New Testament, is trying to be

No man poss esses today the power possessed
by the apo s tles.
Th ey
could raise the dead. No man ca n do that.
Have you eve r see n a glass eye
removed a nd the eye restored'?
Have you ever see n a with e r ed a rm restored ?
Let the dodor bring them there incurable and see if they walk off co mplet ely
hea led .
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bound upon the \\'orld:J Remember
Paul said in Galatians 4 : 10, "Ye
observe days, and months, and
times, and years. I am afraid of
y ou, lest I have bestowed upon
yo u labour in vain."
I close begging you to obey the
commands of the New Testa~ent;
follow its instructions, trusting in

the Lord of C1lvan · for vour salvation b_\· helie\ ·ing in Him, repenting of _nmr sins, being baptized into Christ as commanded of us
by th e Lord of the New Testament , Galatians 3:27, that which is
called in John 1:1 7, "gr ace and
truth. " Mav \'<HJ do this today
before it is too late is Ill_\' pra_\·~r
in the name of Christ our Lord.

QUESTION OF THE WEEK
APRIL

29, 1962

A question from a good lady in Washington
state.
Holy Spirit like th ey did on the day of Pen tecos t?"

" Do we have

th e

This both ers many people.
No m a n has the bapti s m of t he Holy Spirit
toda y as did th e apostles on P ent ecos t in Acts chapt e r 2. The baptism of
the Spirit here enabled them to speak in tongues;
not ju st a jabbe ring th at
no one could understand
but languages und er st ood by tho se pre se nt. Ther e
liv es not a man today who can go to any foreign country and just begin
spea kin g in that langua ge without ever havin g studi ed it.
If they had it ,
like as the apostles re ce iv ed it on Pentecost,
t h ey co uld sppak in la ng uages
If men possessed
t h e Holy Spirit today in th e
t hey knew nothing about.
sa me degree as did the apostles , they would not have to st ud y t h e Bibl e in
order to deliver it, they could give it without memorizing it. Read Luk e 1:!:
11-12. You see the apostle s gave us th e _Bible by the r eve lation of t he Spirit .
Men today can hardly memorize the e ntir e Bible, much less 11resent it neYe r
ha ving seen nor read it.
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IN SECOND YEAR OF TELECASTING

1953

Herald of Truth Television Program
Fifth and Highland
Abilene, Texas

1954~60

1962

1961

19152

Dear Brethren:
A year's broadcast of the Herald of Truth on MFVS-TV at Cape
Girardeau, Missouri has been completed, and we are in our third month
of a second year's contract with the station.
It is believed this program is doing a grand job of telling the people
about New Testament teaching, putting across the messages of the
Saviour in a very fine way.
May you be successful in your plans to continue making these
films and in securing still more time on the air.
Yours in Christ,
F. D., Elder
V. H., Elder
H. W., Elder

HERALD OF TRUTH
Radio and Television Program
The HERALD OF TRUTH radio program is now
in its tenth year . It sprang from an idea that had
originated in the minds of two young, dedicated
Christian men . Its first li~ht was a tiny matcha match capable of kindling a great flame. The
flame grew. In 1954 the program went on television, even as its radio coverage increased. The
flame grew brighter, casting its beams far beyond its original circle of light. And now, with
combined radio and television for 1962 before
us, the program is a gigantic searchlight of un-

From Shelton, Washington;
March 12, 1962
Batsell Barrett Baxter
P. 0. Box 1858
Abilene, Texas

paralleled brilliance , probing the darkness of sin
and error.
Remember , it was Jesus who said, "Let your
light shine before men; that they may see your
good works, and glorify your Father who is in
heaven " (Matt. 5:16).
Your every contribution INCREASESthe candle
power and sends the healing rays of the gospel
flarther out to those who are stumbling in dark0

ness .

Dear Brother in Christ:
I haven't the words to tell you how much I enjoyed your
good gospel sermon last night. I thank my dear Lord that it
was my privilege to hear it. How good those familiar names
sounded. Here is a part of my necessarily small tithe to help keep
you on the air. May God richly bless you. Sincerely in Christ's
name. Mrs. N. H.

r--------------------------
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"I am the light of the world: he that
followeth me shall not walk in the darkness, but shall have the light of life ."
-John
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